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TOP 

^ As to ftiff gales topheavy pines bow lo\V 
. ^ Their heads, and lift them as they ceafe to blow. Pope ■, 

Io'pknot. n.f. [top and knot.] A knot worn by women on 
the top of the head. 

, This arrogance amounts to the pride of an afs in his trap- 
pings ; when tis but his mailer’s taking away his topknot to 
make an afs of him again. L'EJlrange . 

I oTman. n.f. [ top and /nan.] The fawer at the top. 

1 ne pit-lav/ enters the one end ot the fluff, the top?nan at 
the top, and tne pitman under him, the top/nan obfervin' r to 
guide the faw exactly in the line. Moxoris Mech. Exercife. 
1 o'pmost. n.f. [Anirregular fuperlative formed from top.] 
Uppermoft 3 higheff. 

A fwarm of bees. 

Unknown from whence they took their airy flight, 

Upon the topmoft branch in clouds alight. Dry den's JEn. 

From ileep to fleep the troops advanc’d with pain. 

In hopes at laft the topmoft cliff to gain ; 

But flill by new afcents the mountain grew, 

And a frefh toil prefented to their view. Addifon . 

Men pil’d on men with active leaps arife. 

And build the breathing fabrick to the (kies ; 

A iprightly youth above the topmoft row. 

Points the tall pyramid, and crowns the fllow. 

Toppro ud. adj. [top and proud.] Proud in the 


T O 


ii 


grce. 


Addifon . 

highefl de- 


Shakefpeare. 


This top-proud fellow. 

By intelligence I do know 
d o be corrupt and treasonous. 

Topsa'il. n.f. [top and fail.] The higheff fail. 

Contarenus meeting with the Turk’s gallies, which would 
not vail their topfails , fiercely affailed them. Knolles. 

Strike, ffrike the topfail 3 let the main-fheet fly, 

And furl your fails. Dryden' s Fables. 

FOPA'RCH. n.f [ro7r{S)-> and ocpy^i].] The principal man in 
a place. 

I hey are not to be conceived potent monarchs, but to - 
pa' cks , or kings of narrow territories. Brown s Vulgar Err. 

1 o'parchy. n. f [from toparch . J Command in a fmall di- 
ftricl. 

1 o'paz. n. f. [ topafe , Fr. topazius , low Lat.] A yellow gem. 
The golden ftone is the yellow topaz. Bacons Nat. Hijl. 

Can blazing carbuncles with her compare ? 

The tophas fent from fcorched Meroe ? 

Or pearls prefented by the Indian fea ? Sandys’s Paraph. 

With light’s own fmile the yellow topaz burns. Thomfon. 

To TOPE. v. n. [topff, German, an earthen pot ; toppen , 
Dutch, to be mad. Skinner prefers the latter etymology 3 
toper i Fr.] To drink hard 3 to drink to excefs. 

If you tope in form and treat, 

,r J is the four fauce to the fweet meat, 

Thefi ne you pay for being great. Dryden 

To'per. n. f. [from tope.] A drunkard. 

To PH A 'ceous. adj. [from tophus, Lat.] Gritty 3 ftony. 

Acids mixed with them precipitate a tophaceous chalky 
matter, but not a cheefy fubftance. Arbuthnot. 

1 ophet. n. f. [ . H£)n Heb. a drum.] Hell 3 a fcriptural name. 

The pleafant valley of Hinnoru, tophet thence 
And black Gehenna called, the type of hell. Milton. 
Fire and darknefs are here mingled with all other 
dients that make that tophet prepared of old. 

Po'picAl. adj. [from toV^.] 

1 . Relating to fome general head. 

2 . Local 3 confined to fome particular place. 

An argument from authority is but a weaker kind of 
proof 5 it being but a topical probation, and an inartificial ar- 
gument, depending on naked affeveration. Brown. 

Evidences of fact can be no more than topical and pro- 
bable. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

3. Applied medicinally to a particular part. 

A woman, with fome unufual hemorrhage, is only to be 
cured by topical remedies. Arbuthnot. 

To'pically. adv. [ from topical.] With application to fome 
particular part. 

This topically applied becomes a phasnigmus, or rubifying 
medicine, and is of fuch fiery parts, that they have of them- 
felves conceived fire and burnt a houfe. Brown's Vulgar Err. 

TO'PICK. n.f. [ topique , Fr. toV^.] 

i. A general head 3 lomething to which other things are re- 
ferred. 

Let them argue over all the topicks of divine goodnefs and 
human weaknefs, and whatfoever other pretences finking fin- 
ners catch at to fave themfelves by, yet how trifling muff be 
their plea ! South's Sermons. 

I might dilate on the difficulties, the temper of the people, 
the power, arts, and intereft of the contrary party 3 but 
thofe are invidious topicks , too green in remembrance. Dryd. 

The principal branches of preaching are, to tell the people 
what is their duty, and then convince them that it is fo : the 
topicks for both are brought from fcripture and reafon. Szvift. 

All arts and fciences have fome general fubjecfts, called 
topicks , or common places 3 becaufe middle terms are bor- 


mgre- 
Burnet. 


fowed, and arguments derived from them for ,h . 
their various propofitions. ,P r °of of 

2. Things as are externally applied to any nartiniu 
In the cure of fcutj, «£ t0}kh 

To'pless. adj. [from tip.] Having no top. >y ' Jem!m ’ s %«> 

He fent abroad his voice 

W hich Pallas far off echo’d ; who did betwixt them u 
Shrill tumult to a toplefs height 

Topo'grapher. n.f. [rl*. fnd^.] f ’ZVV 
defcriptions off particular places. ' J 0 Wm es 

Top./crafhy. n.f [topography Fr. T oV^ and i 
Lefcnption of particular places. //**?¥.] 

That philofophy gives the exadeft topography of the 
mundane fpaces. y f , ... ,f, extra ~ 

1 he topography of Sulmo in the Latin makes Tut an 
ward hgure in the verfion. r n au,<: ~ 

T word iNC - Fine; noble; gallant Tlot 

low he U ^ in£ fel! ° W 1 take t0 be the anceflor of the fine fcl- 

To'ppingly. adj. [from topping.] Fine; gay; gallant- V"’ 
An cbfoletc word. ' & 2 

Thefe topphtglie ghefls be in number but ten, 

As welcome to dairie as beares amono- men ? <r fr. 

T °down. PPLE ’ Efr0m ^' j T ° to tmbk 

Though bladed corn be lodged and trees blown down- 
Though caf es topple on their warders heads. ShakefpJ, 

1 he wifell aunt telling the faddeft tale, 

Sometime for three-foot ffool miftaketh me 3 

Then flip I from her quite, down topples ffie. Shakeffieare 

TopsyyTrvy. adv. [This Skinner fancies to top in turf] 
With the bottom upward. ■ 

All fuddenly was turned tobfyturvy , the noble lord eftfoons 
was blamed, the wretched people pitied, and new counfels 

p otted. spenfer on Ireland, 

It we without his help can make a head 
To pufh againft the kingdom 3 with his help 
We fliall o’erturn it topfytur-vy down. Shake fp. Henry IV. 
God told man what was good, but the devil furnamed it 
evil, and thereby turned the world topfy-turvy , and brought 
a new chaos upon the whole creation. South's Semons. 

Man is but a topfyturvy creature 3 his head where his heels 
ffiould be, grovelling on the earth. Swift. 

Tor. n. f. [top, Saxon.] v 

1. A tower 3 a turret. 

2. A high pointed rock or hill, whence tor in the initial fyllable 
of fome local names. 

Torch, n.f. [torche^ French ; toreia, Italian 5 intortitimn, low 
Latin.] A wax light generally fuppofed to be bigger than a 
candle. 

Bafilius knew, by the waffhig of the torches , that the 
night alfo was far wafted. Sidney. 

Here lies the dufky torch of Mortimer, 

Choak’d with ambition of the meaner fort. Shakefpcare. 

They light the nuptial torch , and bid invoke 
Hymen. 

Never was known a night of fuch diffraction 3 
Noife fo confus’d and dreadful : torches gliding 
Like meteors, by each other in the ftreets. 

I’m weary of my part 3 

My torch is out ; and the world Hands before me 
Like a black defart at th’ approach of night. 

To'rchbearer. n.f. [ torch and bear.] One whofe office is to 
carry a torch. 

He did in a genteel manner chaftife their negligence, with 
making them, for that night, the torehbearers. Sidney , b. i. 

To'rchlight. n.f. [torch and light.] Light kindled to Ripply 
the want of the fun. 

WFen the emperor Charles had clafped Germany almofl 
in his fill, he was forced to go from Ifburg, and, as it i n a 
malk, by torchlight , to quit every foot he had gotten. Bd>on. 

If thou like a child didft fear before. 

Being in the dark, where thou didft nothing fee; 

Now I have brought thee torchlight fear no more. Davies. 

To'rcher. n.f. [from torch.] One that gives light. 

Ere the horfes of the fun lhall bring 
Their fiery torcher his diurnal ring. Sbakefpean. 

Tore, preterite, and fometimes participle paffive of tear. 

Upon his head an old Scotch cap he wore, 

With a plume feather all to pieces tore. . Spenjet . 

Tore. v. a. [Of this word I cannot guefs the meaning.] 

Proportion according to rowen or tore upon the 3 

the more tore the lefs hay will do. Mortimer s Elujbanc ry- 

To Torme'nt. n.f. [ tourmenter , Fr.] . ' 

1. To put to pain ; to harrafs with anguifh 3 to excruciate. 

No fleep clofe up that deadly eye of thine, 

Shakefpcare . 


Milton. 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


Unlefs it be while lome tormenting dream 
Affrights thee with a hell of ugly devils. 

,-hat 


I am glad to be conflrain’d to utter what 
Torments me to conceal. Shakefp. y n - ^ 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langua 


TOR 


t\rt thou come to torment us before the time . 
T o teaze ; to vex with importunity 
To p*ut into sreat agitation 


? 


Mat. viii. 


leaft to kill 
Sidney , A. ii. 
Milton. 


[ tormente^ Fi\ a great ftorm.] 
They fearing on main wing 

Tormented all the air. 1 m ' 

TO'RMENT. n.f. [ tourment , French.] 

*• A rVeftotght S l C to P h"m all fkk people that were taker. 
w ith divers difeafes and torments , and he healed them. Ma . 

2 Pain ; mifery 3 anguifh. 

Penal anguifh 5 torture. 

^ No prifeners there, mforc’d by torments , cry ; 

But fcarlefs by their old tormentors lie. Sandy s s Faraph. 

Not fharp revenge, not hell ftfelf can find 
A fiercer torment than a guilty mind, 

Which day and night doth dreadfully accufe, 

Condemns the wretch, and fliBthe charge renews. Dryd. 
Tormentor, n.f. [from torment.] 
j One who torments 3 one who gives pain. 

He called to me for fuccour, defiring me at 
him, to deliver him from thofe tormentors. 

Let his tormentor confcience find him out. 

The commandments of God being conformable to the 
dictates of right reafon, man’s judgment condemns him when 
h e violates any of them 3 and fo the firmer becomes his own 
tormentor. ' South ' s Sermons. 

2. One who infiicls penal tortures. 

No prifeners there, enforc’d bv torments, cry, 

But fearlefs by their old tormentors lie. Sandys on fob. 

Hadfl thou full pow’r to kill. 

Or meafure out his torments by thy will 5 

Yet, what could’ll thou, tormentor , hope to gain. 

Thy lofs continues unrepaid by pain. Dryden s fuv. 

The ancient martyrs palled through fuch new inventions 
and varieties of pain as tired their tormentors. Addijon. 

To'rmentil. n.f. [tormentille-i Fr. tormentilla , Lat.] Sept- 
foil. A plant. 

The root has been ufed for tanning of leather, and account- 
ed the bell aflringent in the whole vegetable kingdom. Miller . 

Refrefh the fpirits externally by fome epithemata of balm, 
btiglofs, with the powder of the roots of torment'd. JVifeman. 
Torn, part, paff of tear. 

Ye fhall not eat any flefh that is torn of beafts. Exod. xxii. 
Tornado, n.f. [ tornado , Spanifh.] A hurricane 3 a whirl- 
wind. 

Nimble corufcations ftrike the eye, 

And bold tornado ' s bluffer in the fky. Garth. 

TORPE'DO. n.f. [Lat.] A fifh which while alive, if touched 
even with a long flick, benumbs the hand that fo touches it, 
but when dead is eaten fafely. 

To'rpent. adj. [ torpeus , Latin.] Benumbed 3 ftruck motion- 
lels 3 not aclive 3 incapable of motion. 

A comprehenfive expedient to affift the frail and torpent 
memory through fo multifarious an employment. Evelyn. 
To'rpid. adj. [ torpidus , Latin.] Numbed 3 motionlefs3 flug- 
gifh ; not aclive. 

Without heat all things would be torpid and without mo- 
tion. Ray on the Creation. 

The fun awakes the torpid fap. Thomfon's Spring. 

To'rpidness. n. J. [from torpid.] 'The ftate of being torpid. 
Though the object about which it is exercifed be poor, 
little, and low, yet a man hath this advantage by the exer- 
cife of this faculty about it, that it keeps it from reft and 
torpidnej's^ it enlargeth and habituates it for a due improve- 
ment even about nobler objects. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 
To'rpitude. n. f. [from torpid.] State of being motionlefs ; 
uumbnefs 3 fluggifhnefs. 

_ Some, in their moft perfect ftate, fubfift in a kind of tor - 
pit ude or fleeping ftate. Derha?n. 

dL-Rl-'OR. n. J. [Latin.] Dulnefs 3 numbnefs5 inability to 
move ; dulnefs of fenfation. 

Motion difeufles the torpor of folid bodies, which, befide 
their motion of gravity, have in them a natural appetite not 
, r to move at all. Bacon's Nat. Hift. N°. 763. 

i oRRE FA ' CTI oN. n. f. [torref addon, Fr. torrefacio , Latin.l 
f he of drying by the fire. 

When torrefied fulphur makes bodies black, why does tor- 
rcfadhcn make fulphur itfelf black. Boyle on Colours. 

If n have not a fufficient infolation it looketh pale 5 if it 
oejuntied too long it fuffereth torrefattion. Brown. 

? ^oTreey. v.a. [torrifier , Fr. torrefacio , Lat.] To dry 
by the hre. 1 

hi the fulphur of bodies torrified confift the principles of 
■nflammabiHty. Brown’s Vulgar Errcurs. 

c , Arrl cans are more peculiarly fcorched and torrefied 
l .the fun by addition of drynefs from the foil. Brown 
IJivers learned men affign, for the caufe of blacknefs, the 
J eam 7 ot aduft 5 or torrefied fulphur. Boyle on Colours 

Wh vuf ^ PhUr , makC f b ° dieS black 5 1 defire t0 hiow 
l toi tefa£hon makes fulphur itfelf black ? Boyle. 

•Another clifter is compofed of two hemims of white wine* 


Sandys on fib. 


Prior 0 


TOR 

half a hemina of honey* Egyptian nliie to; rrfid iqua- 
, „ Arbuthnot on Coins » 

drant. 7 

To'RRENT. n.f. [ torrent , Fh torrens , Lat.J 

i. A fudden ftream raifed by fummer Blowers. 

The near in blood, 

Forfake me like the torrent of a flood, 

Will no kind flood, no friendly rain, 

Difguife the marfhal’s plain difgrace 3 
No torrents fwell the low Mohayne, 

The world will fay he durft not pafs. 

2 A violent and rapid ftream 3 tumuliuous current. 

Not far from Caucafus are certain fleep falling torrents , 
which wafh down many grains of gold, as in many other 
parts of the world ; and the people there inhabiting ufe to 
fet many fleeces of wool in thefe defeents of waters, in which 
the grains of gold remain, and the water palleth through, 
which Strabo witneffeth to be true. Raleigh. 

The memory of thofe who, out of duty and confcience, 
oppofed that torrc/it which did overwhelm them, fhould not 
lofe the recompence due to their virtue. Clarendon. 

When fhrivell’d herbs on with’ring ftems decay. 

The wary ploughman, on the mountain s brow. 

Undams his wat’ry ftores, huge torrents flow, 

Temp ’ring the thirfty fever of the field. Dryden' s George 

Erafmus, that great injur’d name, 

Stemm’d the wild torrent of a barb’rous age, . Pope-. 

To'rrent. adj. [ torrens , Lat.] Rolling in a rapid ftream. 

Fierce Phlegeton, 

Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. Milton . 

To'rrid. adj. [torride, Fr. torridus , Lat.] 

1. Parched 3 dried with heat. 

Galen’s commentators mention a twofold drynefs 3 the one 
concomitated with a heat, which they call a torrid tabes 3 

'the other with a coldnefs, when the parts are confumed 
through extinflion of their native heat. Haruey on Confump . 

2. Burning 3 violently hot. 

This with torrid heat. 

And vapours as the Libyan air aduft. 

Began to parch that temperate clime. Milton's Par. Loft. 

3. It is particularly applied to the regions or zone between the 
tropicks. 

Columbus firft 
Found a template in a torrid zone ; 

The fev’rifh air fann’d by a cooling breeze. Dryden. 

Thofe who amidft the torrid regions live. 

May they not gales unknown to us receive ? 

See daily fhow’rs rejoice the thirfty earth. 

And blefs the flow’ry buds fucceeding birth. Prior. 

To'rsel. n. f. [ torfe , Fr.] Any thing in a twifted form. 

When you lay any timber on brickwork, as torfels fei 
mantle trees to lie on, or lintols over windows, lay them in 
loam. Moxon's Mech. Exercij'es. 

ToTsion. n.f, [ torfio , Lat.] The a£l of turning or twilling. 

Tort, n.f [tort, Fr. tortu/n , low Latin.] Mifchief3 injury; 
calamity. Obfolete. 

Then gan triumphant trumpets found on high, 

T hat fent to heaven the echoed report 
Of their new joy, and happy vutlory 
Againft him that had been long opprelt with tort , 

And fall imprifoned in fieged fort. Fa. b. 1. 

He dreadlefs bad them come to court, 

For no wild beafts ftiould do them any tort. Spenfer . 

Your difobedience and ill managing 
Of actions, loft for want of due fupport. 

Refer I juftly to a further fpring, 

Spring of ledition, flrife, oppreffion, tort. Fairfax , b. i, 

To'rtile. n.J. [ tortilis , Lat.] Twifted 3 wreathed. 

T o'rtion. n.f [from tortus, Latin.] Torment3 pain. Not 
in ufe. 

All purgers have a raw fpirit or wind, which is the prin- 
cipal caufe of tortion in the ftomach and belly. Bacon . 

ToTtious. adj. [from tort.] Injurious 3 doing wrong. Spenf. 

To'rtive. adj. [from tortus, Lat.] Twifted 3 wreathed. 
Knots by the conflux of meeting fap, 

Infe6l the found pine, and divert his grain 

Tortive and errant from his courfe of growth. Shakcfpeare . 

To'rtoise. n.f. [ tortue , French.] 

1. An animal covered with a hard Ihell : there are tortoifes 
both ot land and water. 

In his needy fhop a torioife hung, 

An alligator ftuft. v Shakcfpeare. 

A living tortoife being turned upon its back, not being able 
to make ufe of its paws for the returning of itfelf, becaufe 
they could only bend towards the belly, it could help itfelf 
only by its neck and head 3 fometimes one fide, fometimes 
another, by puffing againft the ground, to rock itfelf as in a 
era e, to find out where the inequality of the ground might 
permit it to roll its ff ell. R ay * the c . e J Q7u 

2. A form into which the anqient foldiers ufed to throw their 
troops, by bending down and holding their bucklers above 
their heads fo that no darts could hurt them. 
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